
AQ
UI
LA

 IN
SIG

HT

The core structure and strategic significance of US military 

power through historical turning points

The core of American military power reveals itself most vividly during times of war, particularly 

through its formidable nuclear arsenal and aircraft carrier capabilities. Understanding how this power 

was shaped and tested through historical events is essential to grasping its true nature and strategic 

significance. This article delves into the operational reality of U.S. military strength and uncovers the 

historical milestones that have defined its evolution.

Beginning with the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Pacific War, the development of nuclear weapons 

through the Manhattan Project, and pivotal battles such as Midway and the Tokyo air raids, we 

explore the critical turning points that shaped American military strategy. These events illuminate how 

the United States’ military power was not merely a show of force but a calculated integration of 

strategic judgment and technological innovation.

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor marked the first direct assault on the U.S. mainland, triggering a 

decisive military response. Although Japan declared war only 30 minutes before the attack, the 

concept of formal war declarations was ambiguous at the time. Japan had previously launched 

surprise attacks without formal declarations during conflicts like the First Sino-Japanese War and the 

Russo-Japanese War. Despite the 1907 Hague Peace Conference agreement on declaring war before 

hostilities, the Pearl Harbor attack adhered only partially to this protocol.

At the time of the attack, the U.S. lacked effective naval radar and anti-aircraft radar systems capable 

of detecting incoming Japanese aircraft. The Pacific Fleet stationed in Hawaii failed to identify the 

approaching Japanese forces, and the aircraft at Pearl Harbor were largely grounded, leaving the U.S. 

vulnerable to the surprise strike. This attack was an extension of Japan’s aggressive military expansion 

in China, including atrocities such as the Nanjing Massacre, which had already heightened American 

concerns about Japanese ambitions.

Although the United States maintained an isolationist stance, growing apprehension over Japan’s 

military actions and expansionism led to increased American attention to the Pacific region. Japan’s 

reliance on American oil imports became a critical vulnerability when the U.S. imposed embargoes 

and demanded withdrawal from territories like Vietnam. Facing these pressures, Japan resolved to 

engage in full-scale war. The Pearl Harbor attack was intended as a strategic move to force the U.S. 

to negotiate but ultimately resulted in America’s full entry into World War II.
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared the day after the attack as “a date which will live in infamy,” 

and the United States declared war on both Nazi Germany and Japan, fully committing to the global 

conflict. In retaliation, the U.S. focused on strengthening its aircraft carrier forces. Although Japan 

initially held superiority in carrier power, American innovations in smaller dive bombers and tactical 

approaches allowed the U.S. to overcome this disadvantage. The “Doolittle Raid,” a daring airstrike on 

Tokyo, symbolized America’s resolve to retaliate and marked a psychological turning point.

The Battle of Midway stands as a crucial turning point in the Pacific War. Through successful 

codebreaking and intelligence efforts, the U.S. anticipated Japan’s target and launched a preemptive 

strike. The outcome hinged on the combat power of a single aircraft carrier, and the U.S. succeeded 

in sinking four Japanese carriers, reversing the momentum of the war. This battle underscored the 

strategic importance of aircraft carriers in modern naval warfare.

The Tokyo air raids represented a massive bombing campaign against the Japanese mainland, 

utilizing B-29 bombers to devastate the city. These raids exerted immense pressure on Japan, 

hastening its surrender and delivering a profound shock to both civilians and military personnel. 

Subsequently, the United States deployed nuclear weapons developed through the Manhattan 

Project, decisively ending the war.

The Manhattan Project was a secretive initiative launched in response to concerns over Nazi 

Germany’s potential nuclear capabilities. Under President Roosevelt’s directive, General Leslie Groves 

and physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer led a team of brilliant scientists to develop an atomic bomb 

within six months. The first successful nuclear test occurred in July 1945 in the New Mexico desert, 

followed by the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which compelled Japan to surrender.

The “Little Boy” bomb dropped on Hiroshima exploded at an altitude of 600 meters, causing 

widespread destruction and severe radiation aftereffects. The “Fat Man” bomb, originally intended for 

Kokura but diverted to Nagasaki due to weather conditions, inflicted similarly devastating damage. 

Faced with the Soviet Union’s entry into the war and the nuclear attacks, Japan ultimately capitulated.

During this period, Korean laborers endured forced labor under harsh conditions, particularly on 

Hashima Island, suffering significant casualties. Notably, the number of Korean victims from the 

atomic bombings exceeded that of Japanese victims, marking a painful chapter in history. The United 

States’ military power thus transcended mere displays of force, embodying a fusion of strategic 

decision-making and cutting-edge scientific advancement that altered the course of warfare.

Examining these historical events from the perspectives of geopolitical experts provides deeper 

insight into their global impact and strategic implications. Each expert offers a distinct interpretation 
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of how American military power and nuclear weapon use have shaped international order and 

continue to influence contemporary military and diplomatic policies.

<table> 

<tr> 

<th>Expert</th><th>Core Perspective</th><th>Keywords</th><th>Interpretation Point</th> 

</tr> 

<tr> 

<td>Ian Bremmer</td> 

<td>American military power is central to maintaining global hegemony, but nuclear weapon use has 

intensified international instability.</td> 

<td>Hegemony, Military Power, Instability</td> 

<td>The deployment of nuclear weapons solidified U.S. military dominance but also triggered nuclear 

proliferation and arms races, leading to long-term global insecurity.</td> 

</tr> 

<tr> 

<td>Henry Kissinger</td> 

<td>Nuclear weapons and aircraft carrier forces formed the foundation of Cold War strategic balance, 

critically shaping U.S. foreign policy.</td> 

<td>Strategic Balance, Cold War, Foreign Policy</td> 

<td>Strengthening military capabilities was essential for counterbalancing the Soviet Union, and 

nuclear development enhanced diplomatic leverage.</td> 

</tr> 

<tr> 

<td>Fareed Zakaria</td> 

<td>U.S. military power transformed modern warfare through technological innovation and 

information warfare, introducing a new paradigm in global politics.</td> 

<td>Technological Innovation, Information Warfare, Modern Warfare</td> 

<td>Codebreaking and intelligence superiority were decisive in battles like Midway, illustrating the 

future direction of military power.</td> 

</tr> 

</table>

These expert perspectives collectively illuminate the multifaceted influence of American military 

power. Bremmer emphasizes the hegemonic and destabilizing effects of nuclear weapon use, 

Kissinger highlights the strategic equilibrium and diplomatic consequences during the Cold War, and 

Zakaria focuses on the transformative role of technology and intelligence in modern conflict. 
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Together, they demonstrate that U.S. military strength extends beyond mere force projection, deeply 

affecting international politics and strategic environments.

This analysis offers valuable insights into ongoing issues such as military competition among nations 

and nuclear proliferation. While American military power remains formidable, its application and 

expansion require careful strategic consideration and international cooperation. Reflecting on this 

historical and expert-informed context may enrich your understanding of current military and 

diplomatic challenges.

For a concise review of the key points discussed, the PDF summary provided below can serve as a 

practical reference for future consultation.
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